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Course Objective: 

This course broadly covers from the last phase of early historic centuries to the early 
medieval. Considered as a watershed, Gupta period was known for beginnings of some 
historical changes that were likely to dominate the next five-six centuries. This course 
aims to underline and analyze how these changes in the all Indian provide important 
bases understanding transition to medieval period. This period of transition, called ‘early 
medieval’ seeks to examine regional manifestations.

Course Learning Outcomes:

 On successful completion of this Course, the students will be able to: 

• Identify the historical importance of the accelerated practice of land grants issued by 
ruling houses. 

• Delineate changes in the realm of polity and culture; puranic religion; the growth of 
vernacular languages and newer forms of art and architecture.

 • Contextualize the evolution and growth of regional styles of temple architecture and 
the evolving role of these temples as centers of socio-economic and political activities.

Lesson Plan:

Uni
t 

No.
Learning Objective Lecture 

No. Topics to be covered



1.

In this Unit the students 
shall be introduced to 

the varied sources 
used for writing history 
of ancient India from c. 
300 CE onwards. Key 

interpretations 
stemming from 

historians’ use of such 
sources shall be 

discussed.

1-5  Survey of sources

2.

This Unit shall 
introduce students to 

the evolving state 
formation, 

administrative 
framework, social 

structure, economy and 
cultural life of two 
important and vast 

empires that emerged 
in the mid-third century 

CE.

6-10 Guptas social structure, economy and 
cultural life

11-12 Vakatakas: social structure, economy and 
cultural life

3.

This Unit shall 
introduce students to 

the evolving state 
formation and socio-

economic 
transformations that 

debated by historians 
and used to distinguish 

the early medieval 
period in the Indian 

subcontinent.

13-15 Different Debates on Early Medieval Period

16-20 Vardhanas, Pallavas and Chalukyas

4.

 This Unit shall provide 
an overview of 
important political 
developments between 
the 8th to 10th 
centuries CE.

21-25 Political developments between the 8th to 
10th centuries CE.

26-30 Tripartite Struggle

5.This Unit shall 
introduce students to 

another important case 
study of state formation 
in the medieval period. 
The nature of evolving 

Rajput polity, social 
structure and economic 
developments shall be 

31-40 nature of evolving Rajput polity, social 
structure and economic developments



discussed.
6.This Unit shall 

introduce the students 
to another important 
case study of state 

formation in the 
medieval period in 

southern reaches of the 
Indian subcontinent. 

The nature of evolving 
Chola polity, social 

structure, economy and 
cultural developments 
shall be discussed. 

41-50
nature of evolving Chola polity, social 
structure, economy and cultural 
developments

Evaluation Scheme:
No. Component Duration Marks

1.

Internal Assessment

70
● Continuous Assessment
● Class Test
● Attendance
● Assignment

2. End Semester Examination 3 hr 90

Details of the Course

Unit Contents
Contac

t 
Hours

1 Survey of the sources 5

2 The Guptas and Vakatakas: State and administration, economy, 
society, religion, literature, art 7

3 Towards Early Medieval:Changes in the post-Gupta period with 
special reference to Vardhanas, Pallavas and Chalukyas 8

4 Rashtrakutas, Palas and Pratiharas: The tripartite struggle for 
supremacy 10

5 Emergence of Rajput states in Northern India: Socio-economic 
foundations 10

6 The Cholas: State and administration, economy and culture 10

 

TOTAL 50
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2 Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to 
C. AD 1300. New Delhi: Macmillan 2010

3
Chattopadhyaya, B. D. (1994). “Introduction.” The Making 
of Early Medieval India. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press.

1994

4 Sharma, R. S. (2001). Early Medieval Indian Society: A 
Study in Feudalization. Delhi: Orient Longma 2001

5 Devahuti, D. (1999). Harsha: A Political Study. New Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, third edition 1999

Mode of Evaluation: Internal Assessment / End Semester Exam



 


