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Course Objective: 

This is a foundational course in comparative politics. The aim of this course is to introduce 
students to the foundational concepts, methods, approaches and the historical legacy of the 
discipline. The paper offers in-depth discussion on methods, different approaches in terms of 
their advantages and disadvantages to help understand politics in a critical-comparative 
framework. Students would be made familiar to the diversity of approaches to study politics 
such as institutionalism, political culture, political economy and specific debates within each of 
the approaches. Discussion on a diversity of approaches will highlight different tools, 
perspectives and parameters to understand the behaviour and functioning of institutions in a 
political system. This paper would also impart students the ability to use the analytical frame of 
gender with reference to specific issues like the women’s political representation in comparative 
perspective. The paper will inculcate reflective thinking and research aptitude in students as 
they will learn to apply these critical outlooks in understanding politics and political processes, 
particularly from the perspective of developing societies.

Course Learning Outcomes:

On successful completion of the course, students would demonstrate: • An understanding of 
the nature, scope, methodology, and legacy of the sub-discipline. • Awareness of the evolution 
of the sub-discipline of comparative politics and the challenge of Eurocentrism in the discipline. 
• An in-depth understating of various approaches to the study of politics in a comparative 
framework. • A basic training in comparative research.

Lesson Plan:

Unit 
No. Learning Objective Lecture 

No. Topics to be covered

1. Understanding 
Comparative Politics

1 Nature and Scope
2 Why compare
3 How to compare



4 Large nations
5 Smaller nations
6 Single countries studies
7 Understanding comparative methods
8 Eurocentrism
9 New Power center

10 European hegemony
11 Beyond Eurocentrism
12 conclusion

2. Approaches to 
Comparative Politics

13 Political system approach
14 Input output approach
15 David Easton analysis
17 Structural Functional approach
18 Gabriel Almond approach

3. Traditional approach 
and Neo institutionalism

19 Historical approach
20 Sociological Institutionalism
21 Rational Choice institutionalism

     

4. Political Culture 
Approach

22 Civic culture
23 Sub Culture
24 Hegemony
25 Post materialism
26 Social Capital

 

5. Political Economy 
approach & Gender

27 Underdevelopment
     28 Dependency
     29 Modernization

30 World system approach
31 Political Representation
32 Gender in Comparative Politics.


