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Course Statement

This paper focuses on the Victorian period of English literature and covers a large historical span 
from 1814 to 1900. Individual units deal with important examples of the novel form, with one 
unit on Victorian poetry.

Course Objective: 

 This course aims to • introduce students to the Victorian Age in English literature through a 
selection of novels and poems that exemplify some of the central formal and thematic concerns 
of the period; • focus on three novels, a major genre of the nineteenth century, so as to show both 
the formal development of the genre as well as its diverse transactions with the major socio-
historic developments of the period; and • introduce the students, through the readings in Unit 5, 
to the main intellectual currents of the period.                  
Lesson Plan:

Uni
t 

No.

Learning 
Objective

Lecture 
No. Topics to be covered

 2 Expressing 
concepts 
through writing 

How to think 
critically and write 
with clarity

1 Introduction to Charles Dickens, his works and his 
time

2 Ambition and Self-Improvement.

3 Crime, Guilt, and Innocence

4 Realism/Education, Family.

5 The greed for money and the corrupting 
influence/industrial revolution

6 Revenge-vengeance on society
7 Pip’s arrested development



8 Gendered violence
9 Pruned to be in better shape
10 Dramatic elements in Dickens
11 Welfare and children
12 Taint and ‘Fallenness’ in Dickens
13 Politics of reform, and Dickens
14 Revision

Evaluation Scheme:
No. Component Duration Marks

25 Attendance
 Assignment

2. End Semester Examination 3 hr. 75

Details of the Course

Unit Contents Contact 
Hours

12

Course Objectives
This course aims to • introduce students to the Victorian Age in English 
literature through a selection of novels and poems that exemplify some of 
the central formal and thematic concerns of the period; • focus on three 
novels, a major genre of the nineteenth century, so as to show both the 
formal development of the genre as well as its diverse transactions with 
the major socio-historic developments of the period; and • introduce the 
students, through the readings in Unit 5, to the main intellectual currents 
of the period.                  

Total 12

Suggested Books:

Sl. 
No. Name of Authors/Books/Publishers/links

Year of 
Publication/Rep

rint

1 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens. Fingerprint! Publishing (2016)

Mode of Evaluation: Internal Assessment / End Semester Exam



Progress Report:

Uni
t 

No.

Learning 
Objective

Lecture 
No. Date Topics to be covered

2

Expressing 
concepts 

through writing 

How to think 
critically and 

write 
with clarity

Introduction to Charles 
Dickens, his works and his 
time
Ambition and Self-
Improvement.
Crime, Guilt, and Innocence
Realism/Education, Family.
The greed for money and the 
corrupting influence/industrial 
revolution
Revenge-vengeance on society
Pip’s arrested development
Gendered violence
Pruned to be in better shape
Dramatic elements in Dickens
Welfare and children
Taint and ‘Fallenness’ in 
Dickens
Politics of reform, and Dickens
Revision


