
Master of Arts in Political Science 

COURSE OUTCOMES  

CORE COURSES 

SEMESTER I 

PAPER I: Debates in Political Theory 

After reading the course, the learner would:  

CO-1  

Understand the various traditions and approaches of political theory and appreciate 

how they get reflected in organizing social living Understand multiple frames by 

which the idea of political community is debated 

CO-2  Understand the significance of theorizing and of applying theory into practice. 

CO-3  
Appreciate how these values and concepts enrich the discourses of political life, 

sharpening their analytical skills in the process. 

 

PAPER II: Theories of International Relations 

Towards the end of the course,  

CO-1  

the students shall have acquired a grounding in the academic debates and research 

literature in the field of international relations (IR), and understood how to apply key 

theories and concepts of IR to global and regional issues. 

CO-2  

The students would gain knowledge of significant developments in contemporary 

international relations, and would develop practical skills relevant to a career in 

international affairs, including in academia, research think-tanks, international 

organisations, government, media and NGOs. 

 

Paper III: Politics in India 

After studying this course the students will have an in depth understanding of:  

CO-1   The different ways in which politics in India has been studied. 



CO-2  
The themes and conceptual categories which can be deployed to understand the 

specificities of Indian politics 

CO-3  The relationship between social, economic and political processes. 

CO-4  The relationship between the government institutions and political processes. 

 

PAPER IV: Themes in Indian Political Thought 

CO-1 

 The course will provide students a preliminary grasp over some critical issues 

animating Indian political thought today and acquaint them with some key debates 

within this tradition. 

 

Semester II 

PAPER I: Comparative Political Analysis 

After completing this course, the students would  

CO-1  
 Become familiar with the debates on key concepts and theoretical perspectives in 

comparative politics 

CO-2  
 Learn to use the comparative method to analyse why and how political institutions, 

processes, regimes, and ideologies change over time and across regions 

CO-3  

Learn to use conceptual tools to understand new developments in political experiences 

across the world in a historical, sociological, political economy, and institutional 

perspectives 

CO-4  
Develop a thorough understanding on how to study politics comparatively, that is, 

understand similarities and differences in political experiences 

 

PAPER II: Administrative Theory 

CO-1  

 The students learn from this course the fundamental and key concepts in public 

administration and how these concepts can be used to explain the working of modern 

public organizations. It gives the students better grounding in the disciple which they 

further can use to understand issues in public policy and governance. 

 



ELECTIVE COURSES 

SEMESTER III AND IV  

PAPER I: Global Justice and the South 

 

CO-1  
 The course offers the perspective of the global south and interrogate the norms and 

practices of global institutions. 

 

PAPER II: Themes in Citizenship 

CO-1  

 The course will help the students revisit the earlier debates on citizenship, by 

studying citizenship in the contemporary context, particularly the plural political and 

social cultures of citizenship and its practices in different locations. 

 

PAPER III: Theory and Practice of Democracy 

CO-1  

 The course intends to deepen an understanding of the relationship between norms, 

institutions and political processes as they have evolved in some political 

communities, including India. 

 

PAPER IV: Critical Traditions in Political Theory 

CO-1  

 This course intends to make students aware of critical challenges to mainstream 

normative political theory and acquaints familiarity with theorists and critics who do 

not belong to the canonical tradition. 

 

PAPER V: Ambedkar in Contemporary India 

CO-1  
 To assess the significance of Ambedkar’s thought and politics in contemporary 

political discourse in India. 

 

PAPER VI : Gandhi, Autonomy and Discourse 

 



CO-1  

 To assess the significance of Gandhi’s ideas especially with regard to how he 

articulated them to mobilize an unarmed section of humanity against the colonial 

state. 

 

PAPER VII: Dalit-Bahujan Political Thought 

CO-1  
 To provide an alternative understanding of caste, conjugality, and patriarchy in 

contemporary India 

 

PAPER VIII: Discourses on Hindu Nationalism 

CO-1  
 Students learn the core issues of Hindu Nationalism which is the most contested 

subject of debate in the Indian politics.  

CO-2 
Further, they will have insight into ideas that seek to define India in a ways that is 

different from Modernists arguments. 

 

OPEN ELECTIVE  

SEMESTER II 

OE 1: Political Institutions And Processes In India 

CO-1  

 This open elective course is expected to deepen the understanding of the political 

philosophy, institutions, and processes in India with respect to various levels of 

government. 

 

OE 2: Gender Studies  

CO-1  

 This course on gender studies will open up the structural and institutional basis of 

patriarchy as well as establish that gender identity and gender injustice cannot be 

understood in isolation, but only with reference to caste, class and religious 

community identities. 

CO-2 
Gender itself is not a synonym for ‘women’. It enables rather, an understanding that 

the identities of ‘men’ and ‘women’ are constructed historically and culturally 

 



SKILL  BASED COURSE  

SEMESTER IV 

PAPER I: Applied Political Science 

CO-1   Developing skills in academic reading, writing and formal presentation. 

CO-2 

All students will be expected to start with a research question and work their way 

through the course with the teacher. This will enable them to underline the scientific 

orientation in the research and its applicability in solving problems as part of policy 

research 

 


