
Bachelor of Arts (Hons.) History 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES 

❖ Learning outcomes-based approach to curriculum planning and development 

The BA Honours History Programme is organised to provide the greatest flexibility to its students. 

There are Core Disciplinary papers that provide the fundamental knowledge in the discipline of history 

and in the study of the History of India and the World. The programme is otherwise envisaged to provide 

a large amount of choice so that students can tailor their education on the basis of their interests. These 

provide not just skills in history but also vital skills in other disciplines. The BA Honours History 

programme is interdisciplinary keeping in mind that specialisation in History is the key to access 

cognate skills from other disciplines. 

Through the three years of the Honours programme we build systematically, upon the learning 

outcomes of courses covered each semester. Each term students are introduced to courses that are 

temporally and spatially distinct. We continue to reinforce already covered subjects in our thematic 

based courses even as our students mature through their assignments and more complex readings. 

❖ Nature and Extent of B.A. (Hons.) History  

The duration of the BA History Honours Programme is three academic years. Each academic year is 

divided into two semesters. The History Honours Programme therefore spans six semesters. Each 

semester is for the duration of sixteen weeks. 

The teaching and learning modalities in the Honours programme will involve theory classes (lectures) 

of one hour each and tutorial classes. The curriculum will be taught through formal lectures with the 

aid, wherever the teacher feels the need, of power-point presentations, audio and video tools. There are 

additional requirements in certain courses for documentaries, cinema, field and archival work, visits to 

museums, class reports, discussions and project work. These are built into the teaching and assessment 

of many courses. 

❖ Aims of the Bachelor’s Degree Programme 

At a general level, our courses are structured with the objective of giving requisite information about 

different aspects of the past to students, to teach them how to parse this information, instruct them on 

how historians research, frame an argument and debate details that have significance to how we 

understand the past and the present. The expected outcome is to provide students with a sense of how 

interconnected our present is with the past and how learning about the past provides them with the skills 

to understand the present. To facilitate this understanding, our courses, class room instruction and 

assignments give students the ability to think and reach their own conclusions. Our tutorial discussions, 

written assignments, class room presentations, field-work projects, consolidate their ability to analyse, 

research and process information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

❖ Graduate Attributes 

On completion of the course students are expected to have acquired the skills of critical thinking, 

rational enquiry, effective communication, and exploring the relationship between past, present and 

historiography. The attributes expected from the graduates of B.A. Honours in History are: 

● Knowledge of multiple perspectives through which significant developments in the history 

of the Indian subcontinent from earliest times up to the period after independence.  

● Familiarity with the significant patterns of development in certain parts of the modern and 

early modern world as well as certain non-Indian ancient societies.  

● Ability to carefully read a complex historical narrative, evaluate its deployment of 

evidence, and understand its argument as well as critically analyse the same.  

● Ability to identify patterns of change and continuity with regards to issues of contemporary 

significance over long durations as well as across diverse geo-cultural zones.  

● Greater ability to distinguish between that which is historical -- that is time-place context 

driven, hence changeable and challengeable -- from that which is not.  

● Sensitivity to gender and social inequities as well as acquaintance with the historical 

trajectories of these issues.  

● Greater respect for basic human values and ideals of equality, freedom, respect for 

diversity, and other constitutional values. 

● Skill of picking up disparate sets of information from varied sources and weaving them 

into a coherent argument with a view to reveal identifiable patterns of development  

● Capability to assume leadership roles and apply the above mentioned analytical abilities in 

various other non-familiar contexts.  

● Possess knowledge of the values and beliefs of multiple cultures so as to effectively engage 

in a multicultural society and interact with diverse groups. 

 

❖ Programme Specific Outcomes 

 
Graduates of this department are expected to branch out into different paths seeking spheres 

of knowledge and domains of professional work that they find fulfilling. After graduating 

with History Honours from the University of Delhi, they will be able to demonstrate 

comprehensive knowledge of scholarly research and professional literature relating to the 

discipline. This will establish a platform from which the student can pursue higher studies 

in History. It is expected that besides the skills specific to the discipline, these wider life 

skills of argumentation and communication, attitudes and temperaments, and general 

values inherent in a discipline that studies human beings in their social context, in all its 

complexity, will ultimately enable learners to live rich, productive and meaningful lives. 

 


