
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Political Science 

 PROGRAM OUTCOMES 

❖ Learning outcomes-based approach to curriculum planning and development 

The undergraduate syllabus of Political Science under the Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) 

requires students to complete fourteen Core Courses (CC), four Discipline Specific Electives 

(DSE), two Skill Enhancement Courses (SEC), two Ability Enhancement Compulsory Courses 

and Four Generic Elective courses (GE) spread across six semesters. CCs, DSEs and SECs are 

the courses that the department teaches exclusively to students who are enrolled in the 

department of Political Science while the GE courses are offered to students from other 

departments. The syllabus lists eight DSEs and GEs which departments and students can 

choose from and study. 

The courses have been structured in a way that they introduce the student to the vast canvas of 

subjects that concern the discipline of political science. Beginning with a focus on concepts 

and theories which have been quintessential to the discipline, they move on to fleshing out how 

these concepts are translated into practice. The courses are not only structured to impart 

received knowledge but also encourage the student to think critically and raise questions which 

can contribute to a new understanding and explanation. In analysing specific issues and events, 

the curriculum does not lose sight of the broader issues and larger questions; thereby training 

the student to traverse these levels of analysis effortlessly while also remaining mindful of the 

linkages. 

 

❖ Nature and Extent of B.A. (Prog.) Political Science  

 

The undergraduate syllabus of Political Science under the Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) 

requires students to complete fourteen Core Courses (CC), four Discipline Specific Electives 

(DSE), two Skill Enhancement Courses (SEC), two Ability Enhancement Compulsory Courses 

and Four Generic Elective courses (GE) spread across six semesters. CCs, DSEs and SECs are 

the courses that the department teaches exclusively to students who are enrolled in the 

department of Political Science while the GE courses are offered to students from other 

departments. The syllabus lists eight DSEs and GEs which departments and students can 

choose from and study. 

 

The fourteen CCs are divided into four courses which cover concepts, debates and western 

ideologies along with a study of the Indian constitution and politics (Semesters one and two), 

six courses on International relations and global politics; comparative politics and public 

administration (Semesters three and four), four courses on political philosophy both western 

and Indian (Semesters five and six). The two SECs (semesters three and four) are aimed at 

training students in methods in survey research while also imparting knowledge of the legal 

system and the process and of law making with a special emphasis on rights. Students have to 

select two DSEs per semester during fifth and sixth semesters. The list of DSEs and SECs as 

listed in the syllabus have been reviewed by the university from time to time and the possibility 

of adding newer courses following teacher-student feedback or as the requirement is raised 

within the public space also exists. 



❖ Aims of the Bachelor’s Degree Programme 

The B.A. Honours in Political Science aims to provide students with both a conceptual and a 

practical grasp of the discipline, and to encourage them to draw connections between Political 

Science and other social science disciplines by offering courses of an inter-disciplinary nature. 

The Core Courses offered by the programme are designed to equip the student with a robust 

foundation in Political Science, whereas the Discipline-Specific Electives are designed 

simultaneously around classically important areas of enquiry, and newly emergent ones. The 

Skill-Enhancement Courses acquaint the student with the applied aspects of this fascinating 

discipline, allowing him or her to use the skills learnt to solve problems that arise in the real 

world. The courses offered in this Programme, taken together, equip the student to pursue 

higher studies, and also to make his or her way outside academics – whether in the 

governmental or non-governmental sector. 

 

The curriculum aims to make the student proficient in Political Science as well as in certain 

inter-disciplinary areas, through the transfer of knowledge in the classroom, and practical 

knowledge obtained through real-world interactions and field experiences. Classroom teaching 

will be undertaken through lectures, delivered through the medium of blackboard and chalk, 

charts, power point presentations, and the use of audio-visual resources (films, documentaries, 

and material from the internet) when deemed appropriate. An interactive mode of teaching will 

be used. The student will be encouraged to participate in discussions and make presentations 

on various topics. The emphasis will be on problem-solving and on the inculcation of analytical 

and critical capacities in the student. Theoretical analysis will go hand in hand with a stress on 

the practical; this will make for a fuller and more grounded understanding of concepts. Students 

will participate in field trips, workshops, and seminars; their association with governmental 

institutions and/or NGOs and/or research institutes in the capacity of interns will facilitate an 

understanding of the applied aspects of the programme, and further allow them to gain exposure 

to sites of possible future employment and work. 

 

❖ Graduate Attributes 

The following are the graduate attributes in B.A. (Hons) Political Science  

Disciplinary knowledge: 

 

Foundational knowledge of Political Science and a thorough grasp of the theoretical and 

applied aspects of the discipline.  

 

Communication Skills: 

 

Ability to express thoughts and ideas effectively in writing and orally, to communicate with 

others using appropriate media and to confidently share one’s views and express oneself ; the 

ability to listen carefully, and present complex information in a clear and concise manner to 

people from diverse backgrounds in diverse contexts.  

 

 



Moral and ethical awareness/reasoning: 

 

Capacity to identify ethical issues related to one’s work, and commit not to resort to unethical 

behaviour such as plagiarism, falsification of data, misrepresentation of facts, and the violation 

of intellectual property rights ; capacity to appreciate the ethical nature of the current debates 

on the environment, development, social media, artificial intelligence, and so on; capacity to 

uphold truthfulness and integrity in all aspects of one’s research and one’s work. 

  

Multicultural competence: 

 

An awareness pertaining to the values and beliefs of multiple cultures ; a global and 

cosmopolitan perspective, and a capacity to effectively engage in a multicultural society and 

interact respectfully with diverse communities and groups. 

 

Information/digital literacy: 

 

Capacity to use Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in a variety of learning 

situations ; the ability to access, evaluate, and use a variety of information sources  

 

Reflective thinking: 

 

Critical sensibility to lived experiences, and an awareness of how one’s position as a 

researcher/investigator shapes and impacts the knowledge one produces. 

  

Cooperation/Team work:  

 

Ability to work effectively and respectfully with people from diverse backgrounds ; capacity 

to cooperate with others and make a coordinated effort as part of a group, and work as a member 

of a team in the interests of a common cause.  

 

Research-related skills: 

 

A sense of inquiry and a capacity for asking relevant and appropriate questions and for 

problematizing ; the ability to recognise cause-and-effect relationships, define problems, 

formulate hypotheses, test hypotheses, and analyse, interpret and draw conclusions from data; 

the ability to plan, design, and execute research and investigations and concisely report the 

results thereof. 

  

  



Communication Skills Ability:  

 

To express thoughts and ideas effectively in writing and orally, to communicate with others 

using appropriate media and to confidently share one’s views and express oneself ; the ability 

to listen carefully, and present complex information in a clear and concise manner to people 

from diverse backgrounds in diverse contexts  

 

Problem solving:  

 

Capacity to extrapolate from what one has learned and apply one’s competencies to solve 

unfamiliar problems, and to apply one’s learning to real-life situations. 

 

 

Critical thinking: 

 

Capacity to evaluate evidence, arguments, claims, and beliefs with independence and 

originality, and to assess practices, policies and theories unhindered by the influence of schools 

of thought considered trendy or fashionable. 

 

 

❖ Programme Specific Outcomes 

A graduate in Political science is a person who embodies a curiosity towards the political 

puzzles that confront her and is endowed with the ability to apply various tools to solve them. 

The undergraduate course encourages raising questions and a problem-solving thought process 

in its students, which it believes is central to the idea of shaping an informed graduate student 

and an active citizen. Political science graduates receive a strong training in foundational 

concepts enabling them to distinguish and delineate features of each. This level of inquiry is 

further complicated as they proceed through the curricular semesters; enabling them to engage 

in systematic reflection of a kind that distinguishes their understanding from that of a lay 

person. The undergraduate course in Political science shapes graduate sensibilities such that 

students are alert to instances of discrimination and deprivation; difference and diversity which 

they not only identify but can also persuasively argue about. A Political science graduate is 

privy to the unique location of the discipline within the social sciences and can contextual their 

learning within the disciplinary boundaries while simultaneously and consciously using inter-

disciplinary methods and concepts to understand inter-connected social, economic and political 

realities. 

 

Political science graduates go through rigorous training in academic writing which includes 

writing logical and coherent essays as well as longer research articles in terms of term papers. 

Class room debate and discussion encourages them to think on their feet; sharpen their 

submissions and argue persuasively. They are also introduced to a variety of writing including 

commentaries and original manuscripts; government reports and alternative assessments as 

well as visual and print media. The discipline teaches students how to distinguish between 

various ideological orientations; the multiple lens that may be used to make sense of the same 



political event or issue and thereby how to side-step biases and partisan positions in presenting 

their findings. The discipline inculcates a culture of academic honesty and investigative rigour 

to ensure authentic analytical outcomes. The syllabus of the undergraduate course on Political 

science also encourages students to get hands on experience of how research in the discipline 

is conducted. They are encouraged to draw up research questionnaires, select the field and 

decide on sample size and method of selection, conduct interviews with respondents as well as 

focused group discussions and finally translate the responses into a coherent write up. These 

exercises are not limited to election analysis and collecting voter responses but are primarily 

conducted to teach the student how to transition from the level of policy to the practice of 

politics. Political science graduates are uniquely positioned as the undergraduate course also 

imparts extensive understanding of International relations and global politics which allows 

them to move beyond the traditional area and concerns of the discipline. The course not only 

introduces them to various theories and concepts within international relations but also includes 

detailed discussion of contemporary international events and decisions made by state and non-

state actors apart from also looking at the functioning of global and multinational organisations 

and institutions. The perspective sharpens their understanding of the national and they can 

better appreciate the nuances of state policies. The comparative perspective which students 

imbibe through courses in two semesters highlights the differences in states mapped along 

various indices such as development trajectories and state formation. Along with a richer 

understanding of select areas students are also encouraged to reflect and think critically about 

western frameworks of knowledge and understanding and how these may be challenged by 

alternative frameworks emerging in what is broadly referred to as the ‘Global South’ Courses 

on Public administration familiarize the student with the complexities of state and bureaucratic 

functioning as well as policy making and advocacy. The student learns about the concepts of 

organisation and management and their application which is extremely relevant to unravelling 

the intricacies of large public organisations and corporate bodies.  

 

The study of Indian politics provides the student a means to navigate the labyrinth that politics 

in India reflects. Students decode this through various categories including gender, caste, class, 

ethnicity and others while also effortlessly transiting across various levels of the national, 

subnational and local. These courses anchor the indispensability of the inter and multi-

disciplinary lens and provide a corrective and challenge to the western frameworks and models 

of understanding political phenomena.  

 

On the completion of the six semesters undergraduate course in Political science a graduate is 

therefore equipped with an understanding of the six core areas in the discipline of political 

science namely Political theory, Indian politics, Comparative politics, Public Administration, 

International relations and Indian Political Thought. They carry with them an understanding of 

research methods and investigation as well as field experience of institutional functioning and 

survey research. Given this diverse skill set and knowledge basket that the graduates have; the 

learning outcomes enable them to seek gainful employment and engagement in diverse sectors 

such as academics, journalism, law, social work, government agencies and research 

organisations, human resource development, management, marketing and also the 

bureaucracy. 


