
What is Public Policy? 

- Public policy is a complex and dynamic process that occurs via public forums. 

- Collective actions of the government 

- a combination of policies, laws, regulations, actions etc. 

- Shaped by different actors. 

In order to formulate a public policy, first of all, recognition and identification of public problems 

become essential.  

For example- the campaign of Make in India is a classic example of the public policy. The 

government wished to increase domestic productions through policies, laws, regulations, actions, 

incentives. 

Features: 

 Goal-Oriented- aims to fulfil certain goals, to implement government programs 

 Result of Government Action- the actions and activities of all government officials 

collectively integrate to form public policy. 

 Can Take Various Forms- decision of the government can represent itself in many forms 

like law, executive orders, notices, ordinances, judicial decisions and judgments etc.  

 Depicts Concern of the Government 

 

History of the policy framework in India 

- Democracy 

- Representative form of government 

Policy formation is guided by the intent to govern and ensure the well-being of  citizens.  

- can be about a variety of issues like traffic rules, school and college education, taxes, 

immigration, sanitation, pollution laws, environment etc. 

We must note that policies are not exactly laws, but it leads to laws in certain cases. 

- Research and experiments with regard to public policy in India has long history. For 

instance: Chanakya’s “Arthashastra” talk about the formation and implementation of state 

policies. 

Policy formulation in post- Independent India was a challenging task. 
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- Partition 

- Economic challenges 

- Unemployment 

- Hunger 

It became important that we formulate strong policies for our country. 

Nature of Public Policy  

 basically of three types – restrictive, regulatory and facilitating policies.  

The public policy process is a dynamic and interactive process. It is also a continuous process.  

There are mainly five steps in the public policy process: 

 Identification of Problem 

 Formation of Policy 

 Policy Adaption 

 Implementation of Policy 

 Evaluation of Policy 
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