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We are all fascinated with stories, you just need to recall the variety of stories that you are familiar 

with; stories that you have grown up on; characters that stay with you; situations and contexts that 

have kept you engrossed; the unexpected turn within the story and of course, the conclusion that 

left you at times amused at other times a little sad or wistful. At times you may have felt vindicated 

and elated, having closely identified with the protagonist’s challenges within the fictional world. The 

range of stories told and yet untold, would be as infinite as the variety of human experiences. Well- 

told stories certainly do engross us; so is Story-Telling an art? The answer is yes, there will always be 

those who have a talent or natural flair for it. However good story – tellers/writers become better as 

they work on their craft and we as the listeners or readers should equip ourselves to critically 

analyse that craft. 

All aspects of Storytelling come together in a creative synthesis, so it would be correct to say that 

the ‘whole is greater than the sum of its parts’. Nevertheless for our understanding, let us list some 

of the parts. 

* Characters – Are the people who belong to the story; they are imagined and to a great extent the 

success of the story depends on how well realised they are, in terms of the setting or even the genre 

of the story. Most readers expect some degree of psychological authenticity in their portrayal. 

*  Plot –What happens in a story? The events that relate to each other in a sequence make up the 

plot; these can be distinctly explained under the sub headings: 

Exposition – The initial situation or action that starts off the story. 

Rising action – This is the movement towards some conflict, or complication within the story, it could 

be because of different points of view of the characters or even different interests. 

Climax – This would be the crucial point in the story, the conflict peaks at this juncture, it could also 

be the turning point.  

Falling action – After the suspense has reached a high point with the climax, the conflict within the 

story has to move towards a resolution, and finally the conclusion. 

It is important to remember, that these parts of a plot are not evenly present across different works 

of fiction. This is an enumerative listing; each story creates its own plot lines. 

*  Setting – The context in which the story is set in terms of time and place , along with other socio- 

cultural aspects; also called the milieu of the story. 

*   Point of View – This is a very important feature of the story and the reader has to figure out- Who 

is telling the story? Is this a character who himself is part of the narrative; in that case it 

would be a first person narrator speaking as ‘I’. This narrator could be a major or a minor 

character in the story, it is interesting to note how this narrator carries forward the story. 



There could be authorial strategies of counter balancing the points of view of other 

characters within the story to that of the first person narrator’s. Another time-honoured , 

storytelling method is, the third person narration . Such a narrator is outside the story and 

refers to the characters within the story by their names or by the use of third person 

pronouns  ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘they’.   

               The third person narrator could be all knowing, and hence have the omniscient point of 

view, a kind of privileged access to the thoughts and motivations of all the characters. 

Within this mode, according to M.H.Abrams, there could be the intrusive stance of the 

narrator, who not only reports but also comments on and evaluates the motives and actions 

of the characters;   or the stance of unobtrusive objectivity. 

          *  Linguistic  features like – the writer’s style, makes up the very texture of the story. The 

varied tones of   humour, satire, empathy, humanizing wisdom and many more; that authors 

bring to us find their appropriate word play in the texture of the language.  

 

         Note for students :  Try analyzing any of your favourite stories in terms of these constituent 

parts, and then you can write a critical appreciation or a review of the story.                                              
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