
                                           Social Movements 

 

Social movement is defined as sustained collective action over time to bring about 

change in the society. The features of social movements are as follows: 

1. They are often directed against the state. 

2. They demand changes in state policy or practice. 

3. There exists some degree of organization. 

4. The participants in the movement share objectives and ideologies. 

 

Apart from these features, scholars have classified social movements into different 

categories. M. S. A. Rao has categorized social movements into following four 

categories. They are: 

1. Revolutionary movements- Those radical movements that seek to transform 

all society. Ex- Naxalite struggle. 

 

2. Reformist movements- Those movements that seek limited change for all 

society. Ex- Backward Class movements. 

 

3. Redemptive movements- Those movements that seek radical change for 

specific social groups. Ex- Millenarian movements. 

 

4. Alternative movements- Those movements that seek limited change for 

specific group. Ex- Sectarian movements. 

 

 

Ghanshyam Shah on the other hand categorized social movements as following: 

1. Revolt 



2. Rebellion 

3. Reform 

4. Revolution 

Social movements were categorized by Marxists scholar in class background of 

actors. With the new social movements, Marxist interpretation was challenged by 

scholars like Jurgen Habermas and Alain Touraine.  

Jurgen Habermas argued that new social movements were products of a post-

industrial social formation where the welfare state had made classic forms of 

exploitation and deprivation obsolete, where modern society has created new forms 

of alienation.  

Rajni Kothari described the movements in 1970s and 1980s as ‘non-party political 

formations’, which was a new organizational form that allowed them to avoid the 

corruption and compulsion of electoral politics. The emergency period showed that 

a vigil upon state action could be maintained by civil society, mobilized through 

non-party political formations. 

Social Movements since 1990s has change due to the phenomenon of 

liberalization, privatization and globalization. Social movements have become 

transnational as well as highly interconnected within a country. Rural movements 

have been building alliances with metropolitan groups and the media have been 

relatively neglected, even though they have become increasingly significant in 

shaping a movements’ success. 

The social movements have experienced the institutionalization of campaigns and 

the growing presence of non-governmental organizations(NGOs) since 1990s. 
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