
                                                    Prime Minister  

India has a parliamentary system of government. President is the head of state and also the 

nominal executive authority. Prime minister is the head of government and also the real 

executive authority. The constitutional provisions for Prime Minister are as follows: 

1. Union government shall have a council of ministers headed by Prime Minister to aid and 

advice the president. 

2. The Prime Minister shall be appointed by President. 

3. The other ministers shall be appointed by President on the advice of Prime Minister. 

4. The ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of President. 

 The powers and functions of Prime Minister are as follows: 

1. Ministers are appointed by President on the advice of Prime Minister. 

2. Portfolios among the ministers are allocated by Prime Minister. 

3. Prime Minister can ask a minister to resign or advise the President to dismiss him. 

4. He presides over the meetings of council of minister and influences its decision. 

5. He guides, directs, controls, and coordinates the activities of all the ministers. 

6. He communicates all the decisions of council of ministers to President. 

7. He advises the president with regard to the appointment of important officials like 

Election Commission, Comptroller and Auditor-General of India, Attorney-General of 

India etc. 

8. He advises the President with regard to summoning and proroguing of the session of the 

Parliament. 

9. He announces government policies on the floor of the house. 

10. He can recommend dissolution of Lok Sabha to the President. 

 

The Prime Minister plays a very significant and highly crucial role in the Democratic country 

like India. The Indian Prime Ministers have predominantly come from Indian National Congress. 

The onset of coalition government has resulted in Prime Ministers coming from parties other 

than Indian National Congress. The role of Prime Minister has become so significant and crucial 

that observers like to call it a Prime ministerial government. 

 

Reference: 

Austin, G. (1999) Indian Constitution: Corner Stone of a Nation. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press.  

 



Austin, G. (2004) Working of a Democratic Constitution of India. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 


