
 

                                                                 FEDERALISM 

Federalism is a system of government in which power is divided between center and its 

provinces. The power- sharing is considered necessary for better governance. The powers are 

clearly defined and made autonomous in their spheres. There are two types of federation: 

1. Coming Together Federation- In this type of Federation different states come together 

to form a larger unit. In such system states have comparatively more autonomy. 

Example: USA, Australia etc. 

2. Holding Together Federation- In this type of Federation Power is shared between 

different constituent units with the central unit enjoying larger autonomy. In such 

system states have comparatively less autonomy. Example: India, Spain etc. 

India has features of holding together federation although the word federation is not 

mentioned in the constitution. India is a federal system but more tilted toward center. It is also 

called quasi-federal system as it has features of both federal and unitary system. The 

government is at two levels in India. They are at central and state level. The powers of both 

levels of government are clearly defined in the constitution. The constitution divides the power 

in three lists. They are Union list, State list and Concurrent list. Also the Jurisdiction of each list 

is defined. The central government has the jurisdiction over Union list. The state government 

has the jurisdiction over State list. Both central and state have jurisdiction over concurrent list. 

If there is a conflict on the subjects of concurrent list, the decision of central government will 

prevail.  

In India we see deepening of federalism as power is shared at third level which is village level. 

Constitutional and statutory powers were given to village after 1993. This resulted in deepening 

of principles of Power-sharing.  
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