
B A (PROG) SEM II

ENGLISH LANGUAGE (LEVEL A)

NOTES BY SHIBANI PHUKAN

TOPIC: UNDERSTANDING DRAMA 

In the previous notes, you were familiarised with understanding the genre of literature known as 

drama. You were also made aware of some key terms associated with drama. Now it is time to put 

your understanding to use and do some practice. 

On the basis of your reading of the given extract, answer the questions that follow. 

The play opens on a dark stag. A window behind the kitchen down stage right is lit and immediately 

an emergency (ambulance) siren is heard and the confused sounds of a hospital O.P.D. Two 

figures in white jackets are silhouetted against the window briefly and are saying Shivani … Sanjay 

… An accident … a cacophony of sounds. Simultaneously from right of stage phone sound is 

heard. The light fades on the couple, they vanish and the ambulance siren merges into a strident 

phone ring, which merges into an alarm clock going off. Light shifts to the bed on the right of the 

stage. Shivani reaches out her right hand from under the pillow and shoves the alarm into the 

bedside drawer. The phone keeps ringing. It’s 6 pm in the evening. She turns, picks up the phone 

with her left hand and drops it back in its cradle, cursing, pillow on her head. Phone is persistent 

but the ambulance sound tapers off. She slides her hand out of the pillow and grabs the phone.

SHIVANI: (confused, sleepy): Hello! Hello? Doctor? (sits bolt upright) Oh God, Sanjiv, it’s you. I had 

an awful dream, a hospital … (broken) two doctors and that siren. Listen i have this premonition -

can we meet earlier for a coffee - I have a bad feeling that won’t get away (rubs her back on the 

pillow and vanishes under the sheet).

She listens and her mood changes, swings her legs off the bed.

No! Definitely not! No damn five minute coffee breaks! What’s the point Sanjiv? (Looks for her 

cigarette as he continues placating her, lights her cigarette, it won’t light) No! I can’t talk at work, I 

just can’t - the studio is full of technicians and that damn inquisitive Das - it’s so bloody noisy and 



you know it (lights her cigarette) once you get there, it’s like a conveyor belt you can’t get off! (She 

inhales, listens to him). Sanjiv, cut the crap, are we going with Renu and Ajay to the Djinns or not? 

(She inhales nervously, throws her feet over the bed, running her hand tiredly over her head as she 

listens to him, and head comes down dejectedly) Oh! I see … well I guess a second birthday is a 

big event. Even the papas have to be good boys, right? Well, if you have to you have to (stares at 

her cigarette viciously, slips on her chappals from under the bed). I’m not making a scene. I am 

not!  You called me, remember? (Searching for her tablets on her table, bends, listens to him) What 

do you want me to bring? The ‘Economic Times’ of the 14th (her tablets in hand, she swallows 

them, and as she stands up she catches sight of her dishevelled, unkempt self in the mirror 

opposite, she stares at herself). yes, Okay, we’ll meet for the briefing at 7.30 pm …anything else? ( 

Distracted stares at the mirror, takes off her hairband, and is about to hang up on him, rethinking 

her whole life.) What? Black?! Absolutely bloody not! You know I hate black! I-am-not-making-a-

SCENE! (She bangs the phone down and keeps staring at the mirror, stares at the coat rack with a 

black trouser suit draped across it, runs a hand across her face, looks at her ringless finger and is 

near tears.)

Phone goes again, she thinks it’s Sanjiv trying to make up and grabs the remote.

a) ‘the ambulance siren merges into a strident phone ring, which merges into an alarm clock 

going off…’ What does this use of sound suggest about the scenario being depicted?

b) How do the stage directions at the beginning of the dramatic extract help in establishing the 

scene?

c) List 3 facts about the speaker’s life that emerge from her telephone conversation.

d) What do the stage directions during the telephone conversation convey about the speaker’s 

emotional state?

e) Based on the extract, what seems to be the nature of the relationship between Shivani and 

Sanjiv. Give three evidences.



 


