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TOPIC: UNDERSTANDING DRAMA

WHAT IS DRAMA?

Drama is a genre of literature. It is a form of literature that is old as poetry and goes back to the 

classical times. The term drama is derived from a Greek word that means “action.” However, in 

English, the term “play” or “game” was the word used for this genre until Shakespeare popularised 

the term “drama.” It is essential understand that unlike other forms or genres of literature, drama is 

performative in nature. This means, that a play or drama is written primarily for the purpose of 

performing it. As an upshot of this, the audience becomes an extremely important factor to 

consider for drama. The nature of drama is essentially collaborative in nature. To a great degree, it 

presupposes a collaborative mode of production and a collective form of reception. The structure, 

the content, the language and many other key aspects of drama; are directly influenced by this 

collaborative production and reception. Let us explain why this is so. The success of a drama, 

commercially and otherwise, depends on the reception it receives from the audience. Keeping this 

in mind, the theme of a play is chosen, and even the language, setting, and other components are 

accordingly decided. Now since the staging of a play requires a good bit of expense - money to 

rent a space/theatre where the play can be staged, money to pay towards the actors, money for 

the costumes, money towards the props and other stagecraft -  the producers of a play would look 

at the viability of staging one in terms of the commercial success a play could garner. As a result, 

the expectations and the general taste of the audience plays a critical role in writing a play. The 

play, ultimately reaches out to an audience only if it is performed and for that to happen, it has to 

cater to the demands of the audience to some extent at least. 

Drama can be further classified into three types:



1. Comedy  

2. Tragedy

3. Tragi-comedy

Drama  could also be classified as opera, pantomime, mime, ballet and so on. 

Key terms in drama:

1. Plot: the plot is the story, or the unfolding of events in a drama. The opening scenes which sets 

out the theme, issues, introduces the characters of the play is known as the exposition. The 

exposition leads to the conflict or conflicts that the forms the main theme of the play. The play 

ends with the resolution of the conflict and thus its conclusion. 

2. Characters: These are the protagonists of the play who are usually named right at the 

beginning of the play. The characters of a play could be individuals or sometimes, they could 

represent a type. 

3. Set: the stage along with the backdrop, props, lighting, sound, entry and exit points; forms the 

set of the play. The set could change during the course of the play or not. Some plays are also 

staged on a completely barren stage, with just sound and light. 

4. Monologue: when character gives a long speech to a silent listener on stage.

5. Soliloquy: when a character speaks to himself or herself on stage, when nobody else is present 

on stage, often revealing his thoughts and motivations to the audience.

6. Aside: When a character makes a remark, ostensibly to the audience, which the others on 

stage cannot hear. 

7.  Setting: this is the place where the action of the play unfolds. It may sometimes contribute to 

the mood of the play or its understanding.

8. Dialogue: this is a conversation between two characters.

9. Conflict:  the internal or external struggle between opposing forces, ideas, or interests that 

creates dramatic tension is called conflict.

10. Act: the divisions of a play are referred to by the term “act.” A play could be an one-act one, a 

play with three, or five acts. Each act could further be divided into scenes.Usually, one act 

leads to the others.  



Here is a short video to recapitulate the important points made so far.

https://youtu.be/t13zsHguSVA 

RECOMMENDATION:

One-act play: Anton Chekov’s “A Marriage Proposal.”

Tragedy: William Shakespeare’s Hamlet.

Comedy: Willy Russell’s “Educating Rita.” 

ACTIVITY:

Imagine you are stuck in a house with no access to the outside world with a classmate, a teacher 

and a parent. Write a short scene. It could be a tragedy or a comedy. 

https://youtu.be/t13zsHguSVA

