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TOPIC: CREATING YOUR OWN VOICE

The process of writing is a simple process. It is also a complex one. Yes, that sounds contradictory 

but that is how writing goes. At a basic level, almost everybody writes. You write your notes, you 

write assignments, endless exams, you constantly text your friends, you write social media posts 

on platforms like Facebook, you write statement of purposes to get admission into very 

universities, the list is endless. But if one was asked to write a poem, or a short-story, or even a 

paragraph describing your feelings; we run into difficulties. Some of the difficulties that you may 

face may have to do with the skill of writing itself or knowledge about the same. 

So how do you start writing?

A good place to begin might be to think about subjects that you feel strongly about, subjects you 

know about, subjects you want to know more about, subjects you love or hate. Once you have 

crossed the first hurdle, it is important to move on to perhaps the most important, though not 

always very exciting business of doing research on your subject or topic.  This helps you to find out 

as much as you need to about your subject - this is your raw material. Research also helps to find 

out what has already been written to death about a subject. It is important to bring something new 

into a subject or approach it with a fresh or original perspective. The next step is to write a draft. A 

draft is written in a free-flowing manner without allowing the worry about being grammatically 

correct, or about cohesion of your argument; to get in the way of putting your thoughts together. 

Once you have done that, it is time to read, rewrite, revise your draft to ensure that what you have 

written has a beginning, middle and an end that is logically and cohesively put together.  How do 

you know that you have achieved that? Imagine that you are not the writer, read it, does it make 

sense? If the answer is in the affirmative, you have been successful in your attempt. If not, it is time 

to do some more revision and rewriting. Once you have the final draft, the tedious but critical 

process of editing begins. Editing comprises of ensuring that you have adhered to the word limit, if 



any; ensure that your writing is error-proof in terms of spellings, grammar, punctuation, spacing, 

indentation and so on.  Now your piece is ready for submission.

The process that was laid out involved familiarising you with the process of writing. But this is just 

the beginning. Good or great writing needs to have a voice. What is that? Writing that has a voice 

means several things. It means a kind of writing that has a point of view, an opinion to express, it 

has a tone - serious, funny, satiric, it has a style - personal, impersonal, conversational and so on. 

This aspect of writing is perhaps the most difficult to discover, hone and practise. To discover your 

own voice, one needs to have discovered one’s self. This may sound philosophical but to some 

extent it is exactly that. It is a journey that a writer has to undertake to understand and discover his 

or likes, their strengths or weaknesses, their views, perspectives on a range of subjects, their 

political position, and so on. Only when you delve inwards, will you find out and figure out your 

voice. And then, the sky is the limit.

Given below are links to a variety of writing - a blog by Twinkle Khanna, a blog by a writer who has 

completed 10 years of blogging and writes about the journey about becoming a blogger; and the 

last one is a piece from a political columnist. Three writers, three voices, three different styles. Find 

your own.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/mrsfunnybones/close-encounters-of-the-carona-kind/ 

https://www.myyatradiary.com/2019/12/10-years-and-counting-i-blog-therefore.html 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/some-countries-have-been-successful-in-combating-the-
coronavirus-the-us-is-not-one-of-them/2020/03/12/63378f40-649f-11ea-b3fc-7841686c5c57_story.html 
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https://www.myyatradiary.com/2019/12/10-years-and-counting-i-blog-therefore.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/some-countries-have-been-successful-in-combating-the-coronavirus-the-us-is-not-one-of-them/2020/03/12/63378f40-649f-11ea-b3fc-7841686c5c57_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/some-countries-have-been-successful-in-combating-the-coronavirus-the-us-is-not-one-of-them/2020/03/12/63378f40-649f-11ea-b3fc-7841686c5c57_story.html



