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Last time, we familiarised ourselves with what understanding the genre of poetry  entails. We also 
explored some of the characteristics of poetry, known as poetic devices, that we need to be 
equipped with in order to understand and appreciate poetry.

Now that we are familiar with the basics, let us attempt to understand and then analyse a few 
simple poems. 

ACTIVITY I

Read the poem “The River” by Valerie Bloom and then attempt to answer the questions that follow.

The river’s a wanderer,
A nomad, a tramp.
He doesn't choose any one place
To set up his camp.

The river’s a winder,
Through valley and hill
He twists and he turns,
He just cannot be still.

The river’s a hoarder, 
And he buries down deep
Those little treasures
That he wants to keep.

The river’s a baby,
He gurgles and hums,
And sounds like he’s happily
Sucking his thumbs.

The river’s a singer,
And he dances along,
The countryside echoes
The notes of his song.

The river’s a monster,
Hungry and vexed,
He’s gobbled up trees
And he’ll swallow you next.

Q1. Choose the most appropriate option.

1. The words ‘wanderer,’ ‘nomad,’ and ‘tramp’ convey the idea of:
a) stability
b) nervousness
c) motion

2. The river is a hoarder because it like to:



a) steal things
b) keep things
c) destroy things

3. Which line below tells us that the sound of the flowing river can be heard near and far?
a) The country side echoes
b) He gurgles and hums
c) He cannot be still

4. In the last verse, the river is seen as being harmful to:
a) only man
b) the environment only
c) both man and environment

Q2. Write a brief summary of the poem. 

Q3. Can you find any poetic device used in the poem? Give examples.  

Q4. Write the rhyme-scheme of the poem.

ACTIVITY 2

Read the given poem carefully and answer the questions that follow.

The Lake Isle of Innisfree 
W B Yeats

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made: 
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,
Droppings from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;
The midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 
And evening full of linnet’s wings.

I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
While I stand on the roadway, or on pavement’s grey, 
I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 

Q1 Given below is a summary of the poem. Complete it by filing the missing words.

The poet decides to go to Innisfree. He will build a ……. in Innnisfree. It will be a simple one made 
of …… and wattles. He proposes to have a …… for honeybees. The poet wants to live alone. The 
poet hopes to get some ….. when he goes to live in Innisfree. He says that ….. never comes in full 
measure all at once. It comes dropping slow. The poet hopes to get some peace when he is able to 
hear the song of the …… He will enjoy the glimmer of stars at ….. So the poet has made up his 
mind to get ready and leave for Innnisfree immediately. He says he hears the ….. water lapping its 
shores. He hears this sound constantly while he is standing on the ….. or pavement in the city. He 
hears this call day and night in the deepest core of his heart.

Q2. Why do you think the poet longs to go to Innisfree so desperately.



Q3. Thanks to the lockdown, we are surrounded by peace and quiet. Write a paragraph expressing 
your experience of the same. 


