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All of us have grown up reading, listening to poetry from a very young age. Nursery rhymes like 
“Humpty-Dumpty” and “Jack and Jill” are a part of our childhood memories. Yet, when we have to 
study poetry, we find it challenging, even a little frightening. Most of this anxiety is unfounded and 
perhaps based on our misunderstanding of what ALL poetry is all about. Poetry is a genre of 
literature. So far we have discussed some of things we have to keep in mind when analysing, 
understanding literary works like a short-story. We have talked about some of the characteristics 
we look out for while reading the same, such as plot, character, narrative style, language and so 
on. I think from our previous discussions, it is amply clear that nothing is “obvious” or “hidden” in 
any form of literature. As readers, we have to engage with the text, apply our understanding of a 
genre, and hope to arrive at a comprehension of the text. The same is true for poetry. 

SO WHAT IS POETRY?

The simple answer is that poetry is genre of literature. It may or may not use an interplay of words 
and rhythm. All genres of literature are dynamic in nature. This means that the rules, generally 
observed, are in a constant process of change.  So once upon a time, the rules of poetry, such as 
rhyme and metre, had to be strictly adhered to. Anglo-Saxon poets had their own rhyme schemes 
and metre while Greeks followed their own. These rules of writing poetry are still prevalent. I am 
sure that when you studied poetry in school, you would have been familiarised with terms such as 
the “rhyme scheme” and many have even marked the rhyme scheme of poems that you may have 
studied. But in modern times, poets often write poetry in what is known as blank-verse, or without 
using a metre. Let’s look at some types of poems.

HAIKU. We have the Japanese Haiku, which is a poem comprising three lines that do not rhyme. 

LIMERICK. Then we have the Limerick, which is a humorous poem comprising of five lines. 

ELEGY. This is a poem usually written as a lament, about the death of a loved one.

BALLAD. These are often romantic in nature, meant to be sung, and usually tells a story.

EPIC POEM. These go as far back as 1800 BC. These poems tell the story of warriors, their 
journey which is full of challenges and ultimately pays tribute to their bravery. 

SONNET. This is a form of lyrical poem that originated in Italy in the 13th century.

Poetry could follow a rhyme scheme, or it could be in free-verse. But what do these terms mean? 
These are called POETIC DEVICES. So let’s understand a few of them.

ALLITERATION. This is a repetition of the consonant sound in a line of a poem.

 ASSONANCE. This is the repetition of the vowel sound in words placed near each other or in 
adjacent lines.

BLANK VERSE. This is a type of poem which is written without rhyme. 

IMAGERY. This is a means of describing something in a manner that enables one to visualise it.

METAPHOR. When a poet compares one thing with another, it is said to be a metaphor.



METER. This device refers to the rhythm of a poem.

ONOMATOPOEIA. It is a device used in poetry wherein the word or words when said aloud, mimic 
the visual image being described.

PERSONIFICATION. When an inanimate object is bestowed with qualities that we associate with 
human characteristics.  

RHYME. A rhyme is a repetition of syllables at the end of the line of the poem. There are however 
different variations of this. 

RHYTHM. This refers to the pattern in a poem of using long, short, stressed and unstressed 
syllables. This is best understood by reciting a poem. 

SYMBOLISM. Used in poetry so that an object or an action suggests something beyond its literal 
meaning.

Now that you have been familiarised with some of the basics, please read some poems. There are 
many freely available online.You can find what interests you at:

www.poetryfoundation.org

www.allpoetry.com

www.poemhunter.com

www.poets.org
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