
                                 PARLIAMENT                                                          

 

Indian parliament consists of two houses: The Lok Sabha and The Rajya Sabha. 

The lok Sabha is the lower house of the parliament and has 545 members. The 

Rajya Sabha is the upper house of the parliament and has 250 members. The 

members of the Lok Sabha are elected on a First Past The Post system(FPTP) basis 

by single-member constituencies. The members of the Rajya Sabha are elected by 

proportional representation from state assemblies. Each house of Parliament has 

its own presiding officers. Lok Sabha has a Speaker as its principal presiding officer 

and a Deputy Speaker to assist him and officiate as presiding officer in his 

absence. The Rajya Sabha is presided over by the Chairperson, assisted by a 

Deputy Chairperson. The latter performs all the duties and functions of the 

former in case of his/her absence. The Speaker presides over the sitting of the Lok 

Sabha and conducts the proceedings, maintains order and decorum in the House 

and decides points of order, interprets and applies rules of the House. The 

Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha is assisted by a Deputy Chairperson chosen from 

the Council of States from amongst its members. 

The powers  and functions of parliament are as follows: 

1. To form government, support and sustain it as long as it enjoys the 

confidence of the house. 

2. To make laws for the country. 

3. To control the purse of the nation. 

4. To amend the constitution according to the procedure laid down for the 

purpose. 

5. to serve as an electoral college to elect the President and the Vice-

President. 

 

 

 



Practices of Indian Parliament: 

1. Vernon Hewitt and Shirin M. Rai locate the shift in parliamentary 

functioning in a narrative that contrasts the era of single party rule to that 

of coalition government. 

2. One party rule overwhelmed the parliament for most of the time. This is 

evident with the fact that Nehru faced the only no-confidence motion in his 

long parliamentary carrier during Indo- China war. 

3. Coalition government enhanced the role of the speaker, rule by ordinances 

declined and legislature oversight increased on executive. 

4. During coalition government Parliament has become more socially 

representative. 

5. Promotion of “effective equality” in parliamentary representation became 

possible through separate electorate as argued by Paul R Brass. 

  

 

 


