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 Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:

1. • To offer a continuing sense of the evolution of literary studies in English, so that students 
are able to have an understanding of the 18th century England, the revolutions and the 
literary outcome of the period.

2. To study the period under the survey through a combination of genres to focus on 
movements of empire, capital and emancipation.

Learning Outcomes
The Learning Outcomes of this course will be the following:

1. By studying this course, students will be able to understand the way in which the 
“Age of Reason” albeit Age of Enlightenment shapes life.

      2. • To study the period under the survey through a combination of genres to focus on   
              movements of empire, capital and emancipation.

Lesson Plan:

Uni
t 

No.
Learning Objective Lecture No. Topics to be covered

1. Introduction to 18th MARCH, 23 To make them understand the materialism 



century Background 
and English society

impacting mainstream society with the 
gradual decline in catholicism and the 
resultant drama. Compounded with scientific 
discoveries entering the consciousness the 
people the overall chaos and confusion in the 
British society.

2

The introductory lectures will focus on the 3 
strands prescribed in the syllabus suggested 
for students.

1. Invention of satire
2. Irony, Allegory and Parody,

Students will be able to analyze the richness 
of the  techniques that the writers of this age 
invented and greatly improvised. 

2.

To take up 
Alexander Pope’s 
The Rape of the 

Lock’, published in 
1712.

The Mock-Heroic 
features

APRIL, 2023

To begin the first unit “Rape of the Lock” by 
Alexander Pope, a principal satiric poet of 
his age. 
Students will be given an insight into the 
Horatian satire that gets showcased in the 
funny yet morally strong verse that makes 
this poem as rich as that of Shakespeare and  
Chaucer. 

4 Lectures

To enable them to appreciate the mock-
heroic narrative poem.
The poem satirizes the upper class in London 
at that time.the story encapsulates the outrage 
of Belinda whose  lock got cut at a social 
gathering.  

Students will be able to understand what 
makes a narrative poem MOCK EPIC,  they 
will understand the characteristics like 
satire’ use of ridicule, exaggeration and 
irony and humour.
Parodying of traditional Roman or Greek 
epics.
They will understand the motive of the poet-
To criticize, mock and expose the vices and 
problems of the people of society in general.

Concluding the 
narrative poem 2 Lectures Questions based on the poem will be 

discussed and given for assignment.



 

MAY, 2023

First 2 lectures will be about making them 
understand the background of Age of 
Enlightenment and central message of Swift 
in the Travel book. The philosophical views 
of great thinkers and writers of the age too 
will be given.

2.

Jonathan Swift’s The 
Gulliver’s Travels.

The first two 
voyages, Voyage to 
Lilliput and Voyage 
to Brobdingnag: 
The common theme 
of deceptive 
appearance achieved 
through Size 
inversion will be 
undertaken.
Also the Utopian 
idea of Swift and 
Gulliver

3 Lectures

The syllabus has added the first 2 books that 
largely the size inversion in the 2  voyages 
have to be discussed in the remaining 2 
lectures. 
The first book ‘Voyage to Lilliput’ will 
demonstrate Political Satire, the facts about 
Gulliver and his narration. The inherent 
satire and tone of the author has to be 
understood well by the students.,
The next book,’ Voyage to Brobdingnag’
will satirize the importance that physical 
looks has in life of mortals.

The two voyages will undertake Swift’s 
utopian dream simultaneously as evinced in 
the two voyages. 

Gulliver the English, the gullible narrator 
will be seen through critical lens as he finds 
this voyage ideal.

5. The remaining 2 
voyages, Voyage to 
Laputa and Voyage 

to the Land of 
Houyhnhnms

2 Lectures

The students will be apprised of the journeys 
Gulliver takes for the third time and reaches 
a floating island and encounters strange 
people with strange attitudes. Gulliver 
records his own impressions while readers 
take down their notes on the lines of author, 
Swift. Readers have to obviously discern 
Swift’s implications, while Gulliver’s   views 
may be correct or incorrect. The voyage is 
relevant from Science Fiction point of view 
as it engages with scientific inventions that 
are unique and impossible and that reveals 
the experiments undertaken by Scientific 
Royal Academy and this book satirizes the 
enthusiasm of  these kinds of laboratories.

MAY, 2023, 
2 Lectures Students will be explained Gulliver’s stance 

as he is coming to terms with knowing and 
understanding Man’s pride and folly from the 



very first voyage. The third voyage shows his 
critical side as he largely exhibits dislike for 
Laputa while in the 4th voyage, he sees 2 
different images, Yahoos and Houyhnhnms. 
Gulliver idealizes Houyhnhnms and abhors 
Yahoos, who in physical aspect resemble 
him. This results in his abhorrence for the 
entire humankind.

2 Lectures
Revision and Discussion of Relevant 
Questions. Test will be given, in both Open 
book and closed book Form.

3.

Olinver Goldsmith’s 
Vicar of Wakefield, 

introduction of novel 
genre in 18th century

15
Olinver Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakefield is a 
popular 18th century Irish novel  that is 
considered an exemplary Sentimental novel.

Plot- important 
development in the 

age
Lectures

However, it has a complicated novel  that 
follows the misfortunes of primrose family.

Themes of Love and 
Money, poverty

However, the novel is emblematic of 
character portrayal and the different themes.

Marriage The novel will highlight the vague daughters 
of the Vicar

Deception in 
the novel 

The novel will embark upon the dichotomy 
between real and superficial as different 
characters get unravelled in the progression 
of the play, such as Mr. Thornhill

Evaluation Scheme:
No. Component Duration Marks

1.

Internal Assessment

 1 HOUR

2 HOURS

20
20
10
20
                             TOTAL      
70

 Quiz/ open book exam
 Class Test
 Attendance


Assignment

2. End Semester Examination 3 hr 75

Details of the Course

Unit Contents
Conta

ct 
Hours



1 1. Alexander Pope: Rape of the Lock  & 15

2Jonathan Swift: Gulliver’s Travels

 

3 1. Oliver Goldsmith:  The Vicar of Wakefield 15

(b) “Rootless but Green are the Boulevard Trees” (Toronto: Tsar 
Publishing House, 1987) 8

Total 25

Suggested Books:

Sl. 
No. Name of Authors/Books/Publishers

Year of 
Publication/Re

print

-1.  Gulliver’s Travels,, Worldview Critical Editions 2016

2 “Swift: Collection of Critical Essays: Twentieth Century Views  
by Ernest Lee Tuveson.

1964, first 
edition

3. Satire by Arthur Pollard, Methuen &Co. Ltd 1970, Reprinted 
1973

4. Jonathan Swift: A Collection of Critical Essays, New Century 
Views, by Claude Rawson September,1994

5 The Rape of the Lock, Worldview Critical Editions, Paperback-1   January 1, 2000

6.
 Anniversary Essays on Alexander Pope’s The Rape of the      

          Lock, JSTOR
3 March, 2020

7
“The Rape of the Lock”, Australian National University, 
Lucinda Jainson, Imagination in The Rape of the Lock’, Essays 
in Criticism 29 

2016

8
The Vicar  of the Wakefield,

Dover Publications, INC, Mineola, New York
2004

9 The Vicar  of Wakefield The Problem of Critical Approach by R. 
Quintana, JSTOR 1973

10 The Vicar  of the Wakefield: The Problem of Critical Approach, 
The University of Chicago Press Journals, Ricardo Quintana 1973



Mode of Evaluation: Internal Assessment / End Semester Exam




